
THOMAS JEFFERSON (1743 - 1826) 

THIRD PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES (1801 - 1809) 

On July 4, 1776, members of the newly formed government of the United States declared 
the colonies to be “free and independent states.” Thomas Jefferson was chosen to draft 
one of history’s greatest documents, the Declaration of Independence.  

Jefferson later became the third president of the United States. In 1803, he expanded 
America by purchasing from France a vast track of land known as the Louisiana Territory. 
This transaction doubled the size of the United States. 
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