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What is the Toolserver

The Toolserver provides:
 Access to a live copy of all wiki

databases.
 A Unix environment for running

bots, etc.
 A web server to run web-based tools on, using 

PHP, Python, Java or whatever else.



  

Short History of the Toolserver

The problem:
 More tools needed to work with the wiki.
 Often special purpose/occasion.
 People have skills, but no access.

Solution:
 A ”playground” with a live copy of wiki data
 Wikimedia Germany funds hardware
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Under the Hood

 4 DB servers, up to 32GB RAM and 16 disks
 3 login servers, 8 cores, 8/24GB RAM
 Web server, 8 cores, 8GB RAM
 2 misc servers, 8 cores, 32GB RAM
 Two smaller servers idle

https://wiki.toolserver.org/view/Servers

https://wiki.toolserver.org/view/Servers


  

Cool Stuff

 A vast variety of tools has developed
 Web applications, feeds, bots, etc
 Currently 222 users 
 Half a million pages and 12 GB of data per day



  

WikiMiniAtlas

http://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/WikiMiniAtlas by dschwen, 
kolossos and others



  

GeoHack

http://stable.toolserver.org/geohack/ by para/magnus

http://stable.toolserver.org/geohack/


  

GeoCommons

http://toolserver.org/~para/GeoCommons/ by para

http://toolserver.org/~para/GeoCommons/


  

IP-Patrol

http://toolserver.org/~apper/ipp/ by apper

http://toolserver.org/~apper/ipp/


  

More Cool Stuff

 Mayflower by tangotango
 fa.xml by skagedal
 Flommons by magnus
 RecentChanges by river
 CheckUsage and CatScan by duesentrieb
 Several edit counters
 Tools for the POTY contest
 Soon: OpenStreetMap



  

Under the Hood

 We use:
 PHP, Python, Perl, Java, C#, Ruby, ...
 Solaris, Linux
 Zeus WS, Tomcat, SJSWS
 MediaWiki, Confluence
 SVN, Jira, FishEye
 LDAP, NFS, ZFS
 ...

 MySQL with a live copy of wiki data
 Missing: actual page content!



  

Working Together

 Singe-user projects
 Stable projects
 Need more collaboration and code reuse!
 Multi-maintainer projects



  

In the Pipeline

 Improved reliability 
 Two copies of each database
 WMF granted $40k for this
 Redundant /home directory

 Internationalization
 Cooperation with translatewiki.net
 Commons i18n library and database



  

Thank You!

http://toolserver.org

http://wiki.toolserver.org
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