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Multilingual File 
Captions



Captions are 
short, 
translatable 
descriptions of 
a file

Mockup: Pam Drouin / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA 4.0 / 
GFDL
Skyline photo: Pamjunipero / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA 4.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:PDrouin_(WMF)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Display_caption_on_File_Page.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/GNU_Free_Documentation_License
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Pamjunipero
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Downtown_Seattle_sunset.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en


Descriptions can be any length, and can contain 
links

Credit: Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA 3.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bas%C3%ADlica_de_Nuestra_Se%C3%B1ora_de_Liche%C5%84,_Stary_Liche%C5%84,_Polonia,_2016-12-21,_DD_33-35_HDR.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Captions are character limited and do not contain 
links

Credit: Pam Drouin / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA 4.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:PDrouin_(WMF)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Display_collapsed_caption.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en


Captions are easy to translate

Credit: Pam Drouin / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA 4.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:PDrouin_(WMF)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Example_flow_adding_an_additional_caption.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en


You can expand and collapse available languages

Credit: Pam Drouin / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA 4.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:PDrouin_(WMF)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Display_expanded_caption.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en


Any user can edit, admins can delete.

Credit: Pam Drouin / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA 4.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:PDrouin_(WMF)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Deleting_a_caption_edit_mode.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en


Captions challenges

● Making translations as easy as possible: 
accommodating the workflow without cluttering 
design

● Clarifying the use-case and difference between 
descriptions and captions

● Overall placement and page design: first "major" 
new feature in the file page in a long while[citation 
needed]



Depicts and usage 
rights



Structured 
fields live 
below existing 
templates. 

Mockup: Pam Drouin / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA 4.0 / GFDL
Camel: Walters Art Museum / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA 3.0 / 
GFDL

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:PDrouin_(WMF)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Full_page_mockup_of_camel_file_page.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/GNU_Free_Documentation_License
http://thewalters.org/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Chinese_-_Camel_-_Walters_492383_-_Profile.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/GNU_Free_Documentation_License


Statements 
are broken 
up into 
sections
Mockup: Pam Drouin / Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA 4.0 / GFDL

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:PDrouin_(WMF)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Full_page_mockup_of_camel_file_page.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/GNU_Free_Documentation_License


Statements challenges

● "Good coverage" in depicts tagging: the traditional Commons category system is 
conservative in defining its tree, and the Wikidata concept tree varies widely so we can't 
use that in most cases. Depicts statements for media files need to be liberal in order for 
search to find them using either very specific OR very broad terms. For example, an 
image of a German Shepherd dog would need to be tagged with "dog" as well as 
"German Shepherd".

● Allowing users to define "top level" depicts topics (and maybe usage rights?), a 
secondary feature of "make primary". It's difficult to design a system that guides people 
to put things in the right place in a consistent way.

● Design. Design, design, design. How to build workflows, prevent page clutter, integrate 
Wikidata with the context of Commons, and so many more.



Searching with structured data

Screenshot: Keegan Peterzell / MediaWiki / GFDL

https://federated-commons.wmflabs.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/GNU_Free_Documentation_License


Keyword search

Screenshot: Keegan Peterzell / MediaWiki / GFDL

https://federated-commons.wmflabs.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/GNU_Free_Documentation_License


Depicts search

Screenshot: Keegan Peterzell / MediaWiki / GFDL

https://federated-commons.wmflabs.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/GNU_Free_Documentation_License


Other statements search

Screenshot: Keegan Peterzell / MediaWiki / GFDL

https://federated-commons.wmflabs.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/GNU_Free_Documentation_License


Search challenges
● Inventing a new interface for searching not only 

keywords, but also depicts statements and other 
statements...

● ...and doing so within the confines of the search 
box methodology.

● Making sure that the data we need is properly 
indexed and capable of handling searches in a 
timely manner.

● Adding relevant data from things that are depicted 
and have Q items on Wikidata.



What's left?

● Attribution generation
● Support additional statements
● Editing Wikidata through Commons
● Advanced search
● Annotations



How can you help?

● Stay informed
○ Newsletter delivery
○ Newsletter notification

● Get involved
○ Structured data working group
○ IRC office hours
○ On-wiki discussions


