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WIKIPEDIA IN NUMBERS

▸ Englisch Wikipedia:  
5’853’889 articles 

▸ German Wikipedia:  
2’301’735 articles 

▸ Albanian Wikipedia:  
76’745 articles 

▸ Wikimedia Commons: 
53’766’895 files 

May 11, 2019



CATEGORIES
WIKIPEDIA
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WAYS TO FIND CONTENT

▸ Google 

▸ Links 

▸ Wikipedia search tool 

and: 

▸ Categories
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Systematic structure, that allows … 

▸ Finding similar articles, files etc. 

▸ Basis for analyzing statistically the content of the sites 

▸ Tagging articles/files for internal purposes

WHY CATEGORIES
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CATEGORIES? NEVER SEEN!



OSCAL '19

CATEGORIES? ONE OF WIKIPEDIA’S BEST KEPT SECRETS!



CATEGORIES ARE HELPFUL
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USE THEM!
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BUT HOW?
▸ adding code: 

[[category:Tirana]] 

▸ add HotCat 
> Preferences > Gadgets > Editing 
> HotCat 

▸ Every Wikipedia page should 
belong to at least one category.



CHOOSING THE RIGHT ONE
CATEGORIES
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CHOOSING TOPICS – A RECENT EXAMPLE

IMAGE: RROZAFA CC-BY-SA-4.0 
COPIED FROM COMMONS:FILE:KISHA_NË_THETH.JPG – WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

CATEGORIES: TOURISM | NATURE | VILLAGES |
 MOUNTAINS | TRADITIONS  TAGS!      



OSCAL '19

NO TAGGING!
▸ Wikipedia is 18 years old! 

▸ (Hash)tags didn’t exist at that time 
– they only became popular after 
the introduction in Delicious in 
2003, Flickr soon afterwards and 
Twitter in 2007/09 

▸ Tags are not part of Wikipedia, so: 

▸ You must not collect various 
describing terms
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FIND THE PERFECT CATEGORY
▸ Each page/article should be 

placed in the most specific 
category to which it logically 
belongs 

▸ Category names are usually in 
English („OSCAL 2018 - group 
photos“) 

▸ Category names are usually in 
plural („2018 events in Albania“) 
unless specific („OSCAL 2019“)
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CHOOSING TOPICS – DOING IT THE RIGHT WAY

IMAGE: RROZAFA CC-BY-SA-4.0 
COPIED FROM COMMONS:FILE:KISHA_NË_THETH.JPG – WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

CATEGORIES: TOURISM | NATURE | VILLAGES |
 MOUNTAINS | TRADITIONS

CATEGORIES: CHURCH OF THETH
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FIND THE PERFECT CATEGORY: 
EXAMPLE 2, STEP ONE
▸ Finding generic topics 

▸ like tagging:

#MERCEDES

#SHKODËR

#CASTLE

#STREET
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FIND THE PERFECT CATEGORY: 
EXAMPLE 2, STEP TWO
▸ Translate it to specific categories:

#MERCEDES

#SHKODËR

#CASTLE

#STREET Streets in Shkodër

Streets in Shkodër

Rozafa

Mercedes-Benz vehicles in  
Albania

2003 in Albania

Street trees (in Albania)

Cycling in Albania
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THE SYSTEM OF CATEGORIES
▸ Hierarchy – top down getting more 

and more specific 

▸ Get as low as possible in the 
hierarchy 

▸ Categories are usually 
combinations of locations and 
topics (e.g. Mercedes-Benz 
vehicles in Albania) 

▸ Or: Category for a specific object
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HIERARCHY OF „CATEGORY:BUSHTRICA BRIDGE“

RAILWAY BRIDGES 
IN ALBANIA 

A. BRIDGES IN ALBANIA 
1. BRIDGES BY COUNTRY 
2. TRANSPORT 

INFRASTRUCTURE IN AL 
B. RAIL TRANSPORT 

INFRASTRUCTURE IN ALBANIA 
1. RAIL TRANSPORT IN AL 
2. RAIL TRANSPORT 

INFRASTRUCTURE BY CTRY 
3. TRANSPORT 

INFRASTRUCTURE IN AL 
C. RAILWAY BRIDGES BY COUNTRY 

1. BRIDGES BY COUNTRY BY 
FUNCTION 

2. CATEGORIES BY COUNTRY 
3. RAIL TRANSPORT 

INFRASTRUCTURE BY CTRY 
4. RAILWAY BRIDGES 
‣ BRIDGES BY FUNCTION 
‣ RAIL TRANSPORT 

INFRASTRUCTURE

RROGOZHINË–
POGRADEC RAILWAY 
A. RAILWAY LINES IN ALBANIA 

1. RAIL TRANSPORT 
INFRASTRUCTURE IN AL 
‣ RAIL TRANSPORT IN AL 
‣ RAIL TRANSPORT 

INFRASTRUCTURE BY 
CTRY 

‣ TRANSPORT 
INFRASTRUCTURE IN AL 

2. RAILWAY LINES BY 
COUNTRY 
‣ RAILWAY LINES 
‣ RAIL CATEGORIES BY 

COUNTRY 
‣ RAIL TRANSPORT 

INFRASTRUCTURE BY 
CTRY

BRIDGES 
COMPLETED IN 1973 
A. 1970S BRIDGES 

1. 1970S ARCHITECTURE 
2. TRANSPORT IN THE 1970S 
3. 20TH-CENTURY BRIDGES 

B. 1973 IN TRANSPORT 
1. 1973 BY TOPIC 
2. TRANSPORT IN THE 1970S 
3. TRANSPORT BY YEAR 

C. BUILT IN 1973 
1. 1970S ARCHITECTURE 
2. 1973 IN CONSTRUCTION 
3. 1973 WORKS 

D. BRIDGES BY YEAR OF 
COMPLETION 
1. BRIDGES BY YEAR 
‣ BRIDGES BY DATE 

2. BUILDINGS BY YEAR OF 
COMPLETION  
‣ BUILDINGS BY DATE 
‣ CATEGORIES BY YEAR 
‣ ART BY YEAR 
‣ ESTABLISHMENTS BY YR

LIBRAZHD DISTRICT 
A. ELBSAN COUNTY 

1. COUNTIES OF AL 
‣ SUBDIVISIONS OF AL 
‣ COUNTIES BY CTRY 

B. DISTRICTS OF ALBANIA 
1. SUBDIVISIONS OF ALBANIA 
‣ POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY  

OF ALBANIA 
- GEOGRAPHY OF AL 
- POL. GEOG. BY CTRY 
- POLITICS OF ALBANIA 

‣ COUNTRY SUBDIVISIONS 
BY COUNTRY  
- CNTRY SUBDIVISIONS 
- POL. GEOG. BY CTRY 

‣ COUNTRY SUBDIVISIONS 
IN EUROPE 
- TERRITORIAL ENTITIES 
IN EUROPE 
- CTRY SUBDIVISIONS 
BY CONTINENT
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MORE THAN ONE CAT
▸ Where? 

▸ What? 

▸ When? 

▸ Who? 

▸ Which status? (e.g. ruins, protection) 

▸ Technical (small) cats, often added 
automatically:  
license, status, author, source, issues 
etc.
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CREATING CATEGORIES
▸ is allowed 

▸ 5-10 articles/files 

▸ copy structure of other categories 
(e.g. other countries) 

▸ add to Wikidata and Wikipedia 
articles



DON’T USE TAGS –  
FIND THE RIGHT BOX (OR TWO 
OR THREE)
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STRUCTURED DATA
CATEGORIES
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CHALLENGES ON COMMONS
▸ Categories have disadvantages 

▸ Files are hard to search 

▸ Descriptions are usually not 
translated 

▸ Metadata is not structured 

▸ Most information is not readable for 
machines 

▸ Hard to manage 53+ millions of 
files without structured data
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THE FUTURE
▸ Structured data for media files  

on Wikimedia Commons 

▸ easier for users 
> search, > translations,  
> related information, > import,  
> smart suggestions 

▸ easier for developers 
> analysis > machine-readable 

▸ 3rd party institutions 
> re-use, archive 
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STRUCTURED DATA
▸ Introduction step by step: 

▸ file information (January 2019) 

▸ depicts (23 April 2019) 

▸ to be extended with more features
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FILE INFORMATION
▸ Multilingual file captions 

▸ Short description about a file 

▸ Captions are simple and short. While 
descriptions can be very expansive, 
captions are limited to 255 characters. 

▸ Part of structured data: In technical 
terms, a description is plain wikitext 
wrapped in a language template, 
wrapped again in an Information 
template 

▸ see c:Commons:File captions
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 DEPICTS
▸ Kind of tagging 

▸ Connecting files with structured 
data 

▸ Searchable for machines 

▸ see c:Commons:Depicts
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HOW TO CHOOSE DEPICTS

▸ Again: NO GENERIC TAGGING! 

▸ No 
· Tourism 
· Nature 
· Villages 
· Mountains 
· Traditions

IMAGE: RROZAFA CC-BY-4.0 
COPIED FROM COMMONS:FILE:NEGLECT 2.JPG – WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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HOW TO CHOOSE DEPICTS

▸ NO „FUN“ TAGGING!

IMAGE: RROZAFA CC-BY-4.0 
COPIED FROM COMMONS:FILE:NEGLECT 2.JPG – WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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 DEPICTS
▸ Be as specific as you can with the 

primary tag. 

▸ Every tag is connected with a 
Wikidata item. 

▸ Generic tags should not currently 
be added.



PLEASE ONLY TAG CONSERVATIVELY 
AT FIRST, WHILE THE COMMUNITY 
LEARNS HOW TO USE THIS TOOL 
BEST.  
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TRY IT

▸ We all need to learn 

▸ Guidelines under progress  

▸ Ask or check the help pages 
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
Commons:Structured_data 

▸ 50+ millions of items need to be 
enriched with structured data



ASK!
SUPPORT NEEDED?


