
LISTEN TO WIKIPEDIA 
HTTP://LISTEN.HATNOTE.COM

• Bells are additions.

• Strings are subtractions.

• Green circles are anonymous edits 

• Purple circles are bots. 

• White circles are brought to you by Registered 
Users like you.



PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU HAVE SIGNED THE ‘SIGNUP’ FORM. THANKYOU!



Daily tours from 22nd -
25th February 2016.
Each set of tours will 
include:

- A curators tour of 
Visual Dissection: The Art 
of Anatomy at the 
University of Edinburgh 
main library exhibition 
gallery
- A visit to the university's 
anatomical museum
- A rare trip to the old 
artist's flat. 

Tours will start at 10.30am each day 
and will last approximately 1.5 hours.  
COST:FREE

http://edin.ac/1NsoNZ7 - Exhibition

bit.ly/1QhH7PN – Eventbrite for tickets

http://edin.ac/1NsoNZ7
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TODAY’S OBJECTIVES
1. To undergo a general introduction to Wikimedia and 

of its main project: Wikipedia.

2. To setup/improve your user account on Wikipedia.

3. To be able to identify the main areas of a Wikipedia 
page.

4. To be able to utilise the main editing tools required to 
create a new Wikipedia page.

5. To create/improve a Wikipedia page on ‘The History 
of Medicine’.



PHOTOS OF THE EVENT

#ILWEDITATHON
#ILW16
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Our Mission

The creation, dissemination and curation of 

knowledge

“To empower and engage people around

the world to collect and develop

educational content under a free license

or in the public domain, and to

disseminate it effectively and globally.”



WIKIMEDIA’S VISION

“Imagine a world in which every single 
human being can freely share in the sum 

of all knowledge.

That’s our commitment.”



WIKIMEDIAN IN RESIDENCE



WIKIMEDIA’S FAMILY OF
OPEN KNOWLEDGE PROJECTS

https://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Our_projects

Wikimedia 
Tool Labs





Pillars of 
Wikipedia

By Thermos (Thermos) (Own work) [CC BY-SA 2.5 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5)], via Wikimedia 

Commons 



1. An encyclopedia

5. No firm rules4. Respect and civility

3. Free content that anyone 

can use, edit and distribute

2. Neutral point 

of view

The five pillars of Wikipedia BE BOLD
NOT RECKLESS



AVOID PEACOCK TERMS 
AND 

WEASEL WORDS

Examples of peacock terms

an important...
one of the most 

prestigious...
one of the best...

the most influential... a significant... the great...

Examples of weasel words

Some people say... ...is widely regarded as... ..is widely considered...

...has been called... It is believed that...

It has been 

suggested/noticed/deci

ded...

Some people believe... It has been said that... Some would say...

Legend has it that... Critics say that...
Many/some have 

claimed...



Things to bear in mind.
By JZ85 (Own work) [GFDL 
(http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html) 
or CC BY-SA 3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/b
y-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

★Topic should meet Wiki’s 

standards of notability

★No original research -

“verifiability not truth”

★Avoid conflict of interest

By JZ85 (O



Avoid accusations of conflict of interest & 
‘sock puppetry’.’



A pertinent question



Wikipedia Vandalism in the news



Another pertinent question – ongoing debate
Wikipedia:Reliability

★ Study by Nature in 2005, found Wiki nearly as accurate as 

Britannica (2.92 errors per article comp to 3.86 on 

Wikipedia.)

★ Journal of Clinical Oncology, 2010, found Wikipedia as 

accurate as Physician Data Query - a professionally edited 

database maintained by the National Cancer Institute.

Q: How accurate is Wikipedia?

A: More accurate than you think.



Quality and Ratings Scale
on the Wikipedia:Statistics page



WHAT’S A 
RELIABLE 
SOURCE?

• Wikipedia is based on reliable, 
published sources with a reputation 
for fact-checking & accuracy.

• Academic and peer-reviewed 
scholarly material is often used 
(barring the no original research 
distinction)

• High quality mainstream publications 
also.

• Internet blogs are not considered 
reliable whereas BBC/CNN tend to be 
thought of as reliable. 

• If no reliable sources can be found on 
a topic then Wikipedia should not 
have an article on it.



CC BY-SA 
Most of Wikipedia's text and many of its images are co-licensed under the 

Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_Creative_Commons_Attribution-ShareAlike_3.0_Unported_License


Open a browser and type www.Wikipedia.org
in the address bar at the top of the page

http://www.wikipedia.org/




Time to create your user account and login



The Wiki-Detective challenge

1. Find today’s featured article, & its talk page

2. Find who was the most recent contributor. 

3. Find what did they contributed?

4. Add the page to your watchlist.

5. Find which other languages is it written.

6. Find which categories it falls in.
Extra Reading
Wikipedia:University of Edinburgh
Wikipedia:Statistics
Wikipedia:Reliability
Wikipedia:Verifiability



Time to get 
editing!

Go to ‘Preferences’ at the top of the screen and go to 

the ‘Editing’ tab.

Untick where it says:

Temporarily disable the visual editor while it is in 

beta

Click ‘Save’.



A short introduction to Visual Editor… from Trevor.



New users...

{{this is a new user}}

{{New user being 

trained}}



CREATE YOUR USER PAGE

{{New user being trained}}
Formatting - Citations - Pictures



HISTORY OF MEDICINE EDITATHON 
16-18TH FEBRUARY



A basic How-To guide...

★ Headers

★ Bold / italic 

★ Bullet points

★ Citations, links & references
★ Adding categories

★ Adding pictures

★ Edit summaries

★ Talk pages (Use ~~~~ to sign your Username)



LET’S TALK 
ABOUT 

MARKUP
Just a little bit...

{{this is a new user}}

{{New user article}}

Signing talk pages -
~~~~

[[Category:Wikipedians
in Scotland]]

{{reflist}}
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Two pages to remember as you work 
(And a few examples Wikipedia biography pages)

• Wikipedia:Notability (people)

• Wikipedia: Manual of 

Style/Biographies

• Mary Barbour

• Sophia Jex-Blake (Edinburgh 7)

• Neil Gaiman.



Prepare your 

article in your 

Sandbox

Search for the 

article name

Click “Create”

Copy & paste…

Add {{new user 

article}} to the 

TALK page



Editathon tips...

★ 250 words & 3 references

★ {{new user article}}

★ Add categories at the bottom!

★ Wikipedia:Manual of Style 

★ Sign talk page messages ~~~~

★ Save your work regularly with an ‘edit 

summary’ each time.





Please remember to fill out the 
evaluation form before you 
leave.

“It was the best of times. It was 
the worst of times.” 
Charles Dickens, 
A Tale of Two Cities.



Ewan McAndrew
Wikimedian in Residence

Tel: +44 (0) 7719 330076
Twitter: @emcandre
Email: ewan.mcandrew@ed.ac.uk

Our Mission

The creation, dissemination and 
curation of knowledge

www.ed.ac.uk/is

Information Services
The University of Edinburgh
15 George Square
Edinburgh  EH8 9LD
United Kingdom



THANKS
FOR 
TAKING PART!

JOIN THE SCOT-WIKI MAILING LIST: 
HTTP://LISTS.WIKIMEDIA.ORG.UK/MAILM
AN/LISTINFO/SCOTWIKI

http://lists.wikimedia.org.uk/mailman/listinfo/scotwiki


Keeping going...

Stay logged in!

Enable email notifications - Preferences > Email 

Options > Email me when a page or file on my 

watchlist is changed

Join the Scot-wiki mailing list: 

http://lists.wikimedia.org.uk/mailman/listinfo/scotwiki

http://lists.wikimedia.org.uk/mailman/listinfo/scotwiki

